
METHODS 
 

In the past two years, Extension agents have 

provided leadership and partnered with key 

industry representatives and grower associations 

to provide six advanced food safety trainings.  An 

assortment of food safety materials that  can be 

used as reference and to train their workers were 

provided to attendees.  In addition to this toolkit,  

the guidelines of a third party food safety audit 

were discussed and translated to real life 

situations.  During each training growers were 

able to develop a food safety manual for their 

operation thru a third party food safety audit ‘s 

company online site.  Program participants 

evaluated each training at the end of each class 

by filling out an online evaluation form. 
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OBJECTIVE 
 

To train farmers to develop a food safety manual for 

their operation which will allow those growers who 

are required to prepare and to successfully 

complete a third party food safety audit.  

 

 

 

RESULTS 
 

A total of 125 farmers, industry partners and 

Extension agents have attended these trainings.  

Post evaluation results from 81 responses show 

that attendees were able to reinforce and obtain 

new knowledge (Table 1).  They also show that 

participants felt some level of confidence in 

designing a food safety plan for a farm (Graph 1).  

 

  

 
  
 

 

SITUATION 
  

Produce related health outbreaks and legislative 

activity has forced the industry to respond to these 

events.  In an effort to prevent these situations, the 

produce industry has moved forward by raising their 

food safety demands on fresh produce suppliers.  It is 

not unusual that fruit and vegetable growers need to 

complete a third party food safety audit in order to 

comply with customer requirements. There is a need 

to inform farmers of these requirements and train 

industry partners and Extension agents to be able to 

work with growers throughout the state so they are 

able to implement their food safety plans. 
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CONCLUSIONS 
 

Food safety trainings have been key to make 

growers aware of the industry emerging 

requirements.  Through this process, Extension 

agents have emerged as leaders in providing the 

necessary training and  certification to meet the 

ever changing needs.  In addition, Extension 

agents have worked directly with farmers on their 

farm to  help them implement their food safety 

plans.  Furthermore, the industry as a whole has 

significantly raised the level expertise in the area 

of food safety and now consider these practices a 

routine part of their business.  

 

 

 

Table 1. Knowledge Score by Group  

Group Mean N Std. Deviation 

Suwannee Co._A 81.43 7 10.29

Sarasota Co. 71.88 8 9.61

Suwannee Co._B 78.13 16 9.47

Lake Co. 84.06 16 7.12

Leon Co. 85.02 13 8.28

Palm Beach Co. 87.72 21 9.75

Total 81.37 81

Graph 1. Level of Confidence in designing a food 

safety plan 


